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International Baccalaureate program gains speed This week only
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Cross-country runner Hannah Fox likened her experience in Signature School's International
Baccalaureate program to a grueling race.

The early stages were painful. Fox admitted she nearly quit a few times and would ask herself,
"What am | doing here?"

Now a freshman at Washington University in St. Louis,
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She said European history, for example, wasn't a strong subject for her. But the program forced her
to challenge herself.

"It took me to another level in my high school experience," Fox said. Around Henderson Proof
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Bryce Buente, a 2008 Bosse graduate, completed the IB curriculum and led his graduating class
with a 4.0 grade-point average. He's now a pre-med student at IUPUI in Indianapolis.
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Like other IB graduates, Buente earned 16 college credits through the IB program and learned
about the rigors of college work, said his mother, Charlene Buente.

"They do a lot of class discussion and a tremendous amount of writing,” Charlene Buente said.

More American high schools, including some that serve high numbers of impoverished students,
are being drawn to IB because of its international focus and emphasis on critical thinking.

When Bosse and Signature were approved as IB schools three years ago, they became only the
eighth and ninth Indiana schools to offer the program. The number since has doubled.

Bosse awarded seven IB diplomas in May. It currently has 12 IB candidates. A few students are
commuting to Bosse from other districts because of the program's availability, coordinator Amy

Bonenberger said. Forty-five more students are in an IB preparatory academy at Bosse.

The program is affecting all Bosse students who sign up for an IB course, and not only those who
are on IB diploma paths, Bonenberger said.

She noted that the state, in a reflection of I1B's growing popularity, is covering the cost of IB testing
fees in a financial assistance grant that used to include only Advanced Placement fee assistance.

"That helps keep IB from being an elitist program," Bonenberger said.

Signature IB coordinator Shannon Hughes said it's impossible for a school to inflate student IB
scores because much of the grading is done externally.

"On the math portfolio, | grade them, but | have to send off a sample (to the world IB organization).
So my grading is graded."

At Signature, a charter high school that seeks high academic achievers, 10 IB diplomas were
awarded at May's commencement.

The school has 12 IB candidates for graduation in the spring.

"We're so proud of all of them for having attempted the diploma at all and having stuck with it,"
Hughes said. "(Graduates have) credentials which are respected by universities around the world."
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There are 2 responses to this article. Leave the conversation »

Comments are meant to offer our readers a forum for thoughtful, robust debate about issues in
the news.

Comments are moderated, and we review comments our readers suggest should be removed.
However, you may find this content offensive, objectionable or factually disputable.
Posted by ew_chapman on December 29, 2008 at 12:35 a.m. (Suggest removal)

Finally a positive light is shed on Bosse High, and this thread is silent. Nice.

Posted by vam85 on January 1, 2009 at 5:49 p.m. (Suggest removal)

Yes, too bad more aren't interested in this positive accomplishment for Bosse.
My son is in the pre IB program and he plans to use all of the advantages it has to offer.

Post your comment
(Requires free registration.)

Comments are the sole responsibility of the person posting them. The Evansville Courier
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Company does not necessarily condone the comments here, nor does it review every post or
respond to every suggestion for a comment to be removed.

Before you post, consider this:

1. Keep it clean. Comments containing obscene, profane, vulgar, lewd or sexually-oriented language --
including creative spelling and typographical representations of foul language -- will be removed.

2. Be truthful. Don't lie or spread rumors about anyone or anything. Stick to discussing what is factually
known.

3. Stay on topic. This is topical discussion, not a social network. Make comments relevant and appropriate
to the parent article.

4. Be nice. Don't threaten anyone, and do not post any comments that involve racism, sexism or any other
-ism that degrades another person. Hateful or offensive comments will not be tolerated.

5. Don't hijack a thread. Make your point, exchange ideas, but don't overwhelm the discussion with
repetitious posts or attempts to circumvent character limits.

6. Police yourselves. Hit the "Suggest Removal" button to alert us to objectionable comments. Do not
respond to trolls or those who seek to harass another poster.

Please read our official Terms of Use.
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